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I.1      Introduction 

 

This document comprises the compilation of the Stormwater Management Program (SWMP) for the City of 
Seattle (City) under the 2013 National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase I Municipal 
Stormwater Permit (Permit) (Ecology 2012b; second modification effective August 19, 2016 Ecology 2012c).  
This SWMP applies to the municipal separate storm sewers owned or operated by the City within the 
geographical boundaries established by the Permit.  Existing City programs relevant to the SWMP are 
outlined with minimum performance requirements, principal responsibilities, information links and 
summaries of current status and upcoming work.  This compilation of the SWMP constitutes the òSWMP 
Planó required by Special Condition S5.A.1 and  addresses the Cityõs plan for activities that the Permit 
requires (Ecology 2012c) to be completed in 2017 (January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017).  Seattle has 
retained the name òSWMPó for this document for consistency with similar documents produced in the past.  
This SWMP will be reviewed and updated annually according to the Permit requirement. This version of the 
SWMP has been updated to incorporate modifications, or additional sets of actions, that are to be 
implemented to comply with the required components listed in S5 of the permit.  

Permit Condition S5 outlines the ten components of the SWMP that have required programs and activities, 
which include reporting and minimum performance measures.  Section II of this document is organized to 
follow these Permit requirements in a parallel structure and describes the set of actions that the City is or will 
be implementing to comply with S5 of the permit.  Many of these components involve existing programs 
conducted by the Cityõs various departments and organizational structure.  This SWMP compiles this 
information in a single document that will not only meet Permit requirements but will also aid the Cityõs 
implementation of its NPDES stormwater management program.  The acronyms and terms used in this 
document are defined in Section IV. 

There are six City departments primarily responsible for implementing the SWMP components and 
associated activities and projects.  Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) has the designated lead role for managing 
stormwater, conducting water quality programs, and managing drainage-related capital projects.  Other 
departments with major Permit-related responsibilities include the Department of Construction and 
Inspections (DCI) (formerly the Department of Planning and Development (DPD)), Seattle Parks and 
Recreation (Parks), Seattle Department of Finance and Administrative Services (FAS), Seattle City Light 
(SCL), and Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT).  These departments and SPU have been 
implementing many of the Permit-required programs for many years and in some cases well before the first 
NPDES municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) permit was issued in 1995.   

I.1.1  Background  

The NPDES program is a key element of the Federal Clean Water Act1 aimed at controlling and reducing 
waterborne pollutants discharged from point sources such as wastewater and stormwater.  The Washington 
State Department of Ecology (Ecology) has jurisdiction for implementing the federal NPDES program in the 
State of Washington.  In implementing this program, Ecology issues NPDES permits to cover individual 
facilities or groups of multiple entities with common activities under a general NPDES permit.  These 

                                                      

1 Note: The òClean Water Actó as a term refers to the body of law that includes: Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(1972), Clean Water Act (1977), and the Water Quality Act (1987), as may be amended from time to time. 
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permits must meet federal minimum requirements.  For regulated municipal stormwater discharges, the 
NPDES program requires permits for large, medium and small MS4s as defined in federal regulations.  The 
Phase I regulations of the MS4 program went into effect in 1990 and apply to MS4s in municipalities with 
populations of more than 100,000 (medium and large MS4s).   

The first Phase I MS4 permit was issued by Ecology in July 1995 to the cities of Seattle and Tacoma and 
counties of Clark, King, Pierce and Snohomish.  The MS4s owned or operated by the Washington State 
Department of Transportation (WSDOT) located in these cities and counties were also regulated under the 
1995 permits.  To meet the requirements of the 1995 Permit, the City prepared and managed stormwater 
under a SWMP that was approved by Ecology in 1997.  The City provided updates on stormwater 
management activities to Ecology in annual reports that were submitted from 1996 to 2005.  The new format 
for SWMPs and Annual Reports pursuant to the 2007 and 2013 Permits replaces the Cityõs 1997 SWMP. 

On January 17, 2007, Ecology re-issued the Phase I MS4 permit.  The Permit became effective on February 
16, 2007, was modified on June 17, 2009 and September 1, 2010 and bore an expiration date of February 15, 
2012.   (The Phase II MS4 permit was issued concurrently and applied to approximately 90 small cities and 
counties in Western Washington and approximately 30 cities and counties in Eastern Washington).   

On August 1, 2012, Ecology re-issued, with limited changes, the Phase I MS4 permit, effective September 1, 
2012, and having an expiration date of July 31, 2013 (Ecology, 2012a). Ecology also reissued the updated 
2013-2018 Phase I MS4 permit on August 1, 2012, to become effective on August 1, 2013 (Ecology 2012b).  
The 2013 permit was appealed to the Washington State Pollution Control Hearing Board.  Appeal hearings 
were held in October 2013, and the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order was issued on March 
21, 2014.  Ecology modified the Phase I and Phase II permits effective January 16, 2015, in response to the 
PCHB rulings.  The Pollution Control Hearing Boardõs ruling on vesting was appealed to the courts, and a 
final Supreme Court ruling was issued on December 29, 2016, upholding the land-use provision of the Phase 
I MS4 permit. Detailed information about the PCHB ruling, a Phase II MS4 permit settlement, and the appeal 
process can be found on Ecologyõs webpage:  
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/municipal/2012appeals.html.    A second Phase I 
modification, effective August 19, 2016, incorporated Ecologyõs determination of equivalent programs for 
runoff controls for new and redevelopment and construction sites into Appendix 10 and added adaptive 
management requirements as Appendix 13. 

I.1.2  City  of Seattle Drainage  

Drainage infrastructure in the Cityõs system was developed with the primary purpose of conveying 
stormwater runoff to protect people and property.  Prior to 1890, Seattle relied on an assortment of sewers 
and cesspools that, at best, drained into surrounding lakes and salt water. Faced with recurring threats of 
waterborne diseases including typhoid and cholera, Seattle's first centralized combined sewage system was 
planned in 1891. This plan sought to remove as much city sewage as possible into the salt water of Elliott Bay 
and the Puget Sound with more limited drainage into the fresh water of Lake Washington. Although 
originally untreated, the City undertook a succession of steps starting in the late 1910s to remove solids, begin 
primary sewage treatment, and eventually separate storm water from raw sewage. Metropolitan King County 
took over the City's wastewater treatment responsibilities in the 1960s, but Seattle continues to manage its 
network of municipal combined and separated storm sewers. 

The Cityõs current drainage infrastructure includes three different types (Figure I.1-1): the separate storm 
sewer system (in purple), the partially separated system (in green), and the combined sewer system (in yellow) 
each serving approximately one third of the geographical area of Seattle.  A graphical representation of the 
combined, separated and partially separated systems can be seen in Figure I.1-2. 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/municipal/2012appeals.html
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In the separate system, storm drainage is directed to a separate storm drain system, while wastewater goes to a 
sanitary sewer and on to the wastewater treatment plant before discharge.  While parts of the Cityõs separated 
drainage system are formal and piped, some parts of the separate stormwater runoff are managed primarily 
through an informal system of ditches and culverts, most of which drain to creeks or larger receiving waters.  
The area north of NE 85th Street, which the City annexed in 1954, is an example of an area still served 
primarily by ditch and culvert drainage systems.   

In partially separated sewer areas of the City, all drainage once flowed in the combined system.  During the 
1960s, storm drain separation projects were built that diverted street runoff in pipes to the separate storm 
drainage system and receiving waters.  Rooftop and other private property drainage continue to be directed to 
wastewater treatment plants. 

The combined sewer system is a formal piped system that continues to carry both sanitary wastewater and 
stormwater runoff from some parts of the City to one of the areaõs wastewater treatment plants.  Combined 
sewers and areas of the City that drain to combined sewers are outside the NPDES municipal stormwater 
permit structure.  The Cityõs SWMP is implemented for discharges from, and property draining to, the Cityõs 
separate storm sewer system and partially separated system (MS4 for short).  Because of the scope of the MS4 
permit, the Cityõs SWMP is not implemented for discharges to or from the combined sewer system or for 
areas that drain to the combined sewer system. 
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Figure I.1-1  Map of City Drainage Systems 
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Figure I.1-2  Diagrams of Combined, Partially Separated and Separated Sewer Systems 
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II.1 Legal Authority-S5.C.1 

 

II.1.1  Requirements  

The Permit (Section S5.C.1) requires the SWMP to demonstrate certain legal authorities for controlling 
stormwater discharges to the Cityõs MS4.  Section S5.C.1 of the Permit outlines these areas, but does not 
require specific products, submittals, reports or a schedule for completing required activities because this 
requirement has been in effect since the 1995 NPDES permit.  Many of these legal authorities are expressed 
in the requirements of the other SWMP components, some of which have Permit-required products and 
completion schedules, including the authorities needed for controlling stormwater related to: 

Á Industrial activity 

Á Illicit discharges, spills and dumping 

Á Inter-jurisdictional agreements 

Á Development and redevelopment 

Á Construction inspections 

II.1.2  Program description  

Legal authority enabling the City to control discharges to and from the MS4 is primarily established by Seattle 
Municipal Code (SMC), Stormwater Code (SMC 22.800 ð 22.808) effective on January 1, 2016, including 
revisions, achieving equivalency with the Department of Ecology's 2014 Stormwater Management Manual for 
Western Washington.  The Directors of SPU and SDCI share responsibility for issuance of notices of 
violation, stop work orders, and corrective actions for violation of the Stormwater Code.  The Stormwater 
Code is designed to control, through regulation and ordinance, the contribution of pollutants to the MS4.  It 
prohibits illicit discharges, spills and illegal dumping, and authorizes inspections, surveillance and monitoring 
to determine compliance and meet the ongoing Permit requirements. 

The Side Sewer Code (SMC 21.16) regulates side sewers and, for example, prohibits discharge of certain 
materials; requires maintenance of detention facilities; provides a right of entry for inspection; requires repair 
of inoperative or inadequate sewers, drains, or natural watercourses; and regulates the construction, alteration, 
repair, and connection of side sewers and service drains. The Side Sewer Code was last substantially amended 
in 2010, signed by the Mayor on December 20, 2010, and effective on January 5, 2011. 

The Cityõs Regulations for Environmentally Critical Areas (Ch. 25.09 SMC) also provide protections and 
standards relevant to municipal stormwater. 

II.1.3  Responsible City Departments  

The City Attorneyõs Office provides legal advice to the City about implementation of legal authority for SMC 
and Directorsõ Rule, further discussed in II.1.4, related to the management of stormwater. 
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II.1.4  Completed Activities  

In September of 2015 Mayor Edward Murray signed into law two new ordinances relating to stormwater. 
Among other changes, the revised Stormwater Code requires the use of On-site Stormwater Management. 
Examples of On-site stormwater BMPs include dispersion, permeable pavement, bioretention facilities, and 
vegetated roofs.  Changes to the Code and its associated Directors Rule were effective on January 1, 2016.  
The permit was modified on August 19, 2016 to revise Appendix 10 to include Ecologyõs determination that 
Seattleõs codes and rule are functionally equivalent to Appendix 1 of the Permit and the required portions of 
Ecologyõs 2012 Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington (as amended in December 2014).   

The purpose of this revised Stormwater Code and its associated Directorsõ Rule is to protect life, property, 
public health, and the environment from the adverse impacts of urban stormwater runoff.  These adverse 
impacts can include flooding, pollution, landslides, and erosion.  The revisions were drafted to the 
Stormwater Code and Directorsõ Rule in order to account for advances in urban stormwater runoff 
management practices since the Stormwater Code had last been comprehensively updated in 2009 and to 
reflect the requirements of the Permit.   

Table II.1-I  Components of the Stormwater Code and Directorsõ Rule 

Seattle 
Municipal 
Code 

Effective 
Date 

Directorsõ Rule Effective 
Date 

Title  

 

22.800 ð 
22.808 

 

 1/1/2016 

DPD SPU 

 

1/1/2016 

 

21-2015 DWW-200 

Volume 1:  Project Minimum Requirements 

Volume 2:  Construction Stormwater Control 

Volume 3:  Project Stormwater Control 

Volume 4:  Source Control 

Volume 5:  Enforcement 

II.1.5  Current and Planned Activities  

Ecology has determined that the Stormwater Code and Directorsõ Rules are equivalent to Appendix 1 of the 
Permit, Minimum Technical Requirements for New Development and Redevelopment.  The determination 
of equivalency by Ecology indicates that the revised Stormwater Code is appropriate for implementation of 
the minimum requirements in Appendix 1, and will protect water quality, reduce the discharge of pollutants 
to the maximum extent practicable, and satisfy the state requirement under chapter 90.48 RCW to apply all 
known, available, and reasonable methods of prevention, control and treatment (AKART).   

 

Figure II.1-1 describes the progress made in implementation of permit requirements and the planned next 
steps for meeting permit requirements. 
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Figure II.1-1  Timeline Showing Progress and Next Steps 

 
 

Legend: V Implementing Æ Planned 

 

For More Information  

× City of Seattle Attorney web site: http://www.seattle.gov/law/  

× Stormwater Code:   

http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/codesrules/codes/stor mwater/default.htm  

× City Clerk web site for S eattle Municipal Code  and other information: 

http://www.seattle.gov/leg/clerk/clerk.htm  

× Seattle Public Utilities Green Stormwater Infrastructure information:  

http://www.seattle.gov/util/EnvironmentConservation/Projects/GreenStormwaterInfra

structure/index.htm    

× For general  questions a bout this SWMP or more information about this section, email 

swmp@seattle.gov  or visit 

http:/ /www.seattle.gov/util/myservices/drainagesewer/aboutthedrainagesewersyste

m/stormwatermanagementplan/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 - 
2018 

V Demonstrate legal authority which authorizes City to control discharges to and from MS4. 

V Continue to control, through Stormwater Code and Directorsô Rule enforcement, the contribution 
of pollutants to the MS4. 

V Continue to prohibit, through Stormwater Code and Directorsô Rule enforcement, illicit 
discharges. 

V Continue to control, through Stormwater Code and Directorsô Rule enforcement, the discharge 
of spills and the dumping or disposal of materials into the MS4. 

V Continue to require compliance with Stormwater Code and Directorsô Rule through inspections, 
surveillance and monitoring to determine compliance or non-compliance with permit condition. 

V   Revise Stormwater Code to be equivalent with 2013 Permit as revised January 16, 2015. 

Current

Activities

Current

Activities

http://www.seattle.gov/law/
http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/codesrules/codes/stormwater/default.htm
http://www.seattle.gov/leg/clerk/clerk.htm
http://www.seattle.gov/util/EnvironmentConservation/Projects/GreenStormwaterInfrastructure/index.htm
http://www.seattle.gov/util/EnvironmentConservation/Projects/GreenStormwaterInfrastructure/index.htm
mailto:swmp@seattle.gov
http://www.seattle.gov/util/myservices/drainagesewer/aboutthedrainagesewersystem/stormwatermanagementplan/
http://www.seattle.gov/util/myservices/drainagesewer/aboutthedrainagesewersystem/stormwatermanagementplan/
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II.2 Mapping-S5.C.2 

 

II.2.1  Requirements  

The Permit (Section S5.C.2) requires the City to have an ongoing program to:  

Á Map all known municipal separate storm sewer outfalls and discharge points, receiving waters other than 
ground water, and stormwater treatment and flow control Best Management Practices (BMPs)/facilities 
owned or operated by the City. 

Á Map geographic areas served by the Cityõs MS4 that do not discharge stormwater to surface water. 

Á Map the following attributes for all storm sewer outfalls with a 24-inch nominal diameter or larger or 
equivalent cross-section for non-pipe systems:  land use, tributary conveyance (indicating type, material, 
and size where known), and associated drainage area. 

Á Map connections between the MS4 owned or operated by the City and other municipalities or other 
public entities. 

Á Develop and maintain a map of all connections to the MS4 authorized or allowed by the City after 
February 16, 2007. 

Á Map existing, known connections over 8 inches to tributary conveyances to all storm sewer outfalls and 
discharge points with a 24-inch nominal diameter or larger or equivalent cross-section for non-pipe 
systems. 

Á Make available to Ecology, federally recognized Indian Tribes, municipalities, and other Permittees maps 
depicting the Permit-required information, upon request. 

Á By December 31, 2017, map existing, known connections equal to 8 inches in nominal diameter to 
tributary conveyances mapped in accordance with S5.C.2.a. 

Á By December 31, 2017, map connections between stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs/facilities 
and tributary conveyances mapped in accordance with S5.C2, and all associated emergency overflows. 

II.2.2  Ongoing Mapping Program  

The Cityõs mapping program provides the ongoing means to document and maintain the City-owned or 
operated municipal separate storm drainage system including connections, outfalls, drainage infrastructure, 
drainage areas, land uses, receiving waters, treatment and flow control BMPs and other elements.  The Cityõs 
drainage systems are described in Section I.1.2. 

Seattleõs Geographic Information System (GIS) evolved from a small installation in the former Seattle 
Engineering Department to GIS capabilities that are now firmly integrated in the daily business functions of 
multiple City departments.   

The Cityõs GIS was originally built primarily to improve the way the City manages and operates its utility 
infrastructure.  The Cityõs GIS system has matured and can now support complex business functions in most 
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of the Cityõs departments.  For example, GIS data and capabilities are used today at the City to inform 
decision makers and planners, help deliver services to the public, dispatch Police and Fire personnel, and 
manage City real property.  The Cityõs GIS system and data are and will continue to be an important tool for 
stormwater management. 

II.2.3  Resp onsible City Departments  

GIS support for stormwater management is provided by SPUõs GIS Section currently residing in the 
Information Technology Division (GIS Section).  It  will continue to develop and maintain a map of all 
connections to the MS4 and is responsible for updating the drainage-related GIS layers with information 
obtained from City-led capital improvement projects and side sewer as-built drawings.  Side sewer as-builts 
are obtained from documentation supporting development permit applications submitted to Seattle 
Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI).  All work that is conducted under permits issued by 
SDCI is mapped by the Permittee by hand or other methods and is reviewed and approved by an SDCI 
inspector.  The as-builts, along with other supporting side sewer permit documentation, are scanned by 
SDCI, and then transmitted to the GIS Section.  The side sewer infrastructure information captured on the 
as-built is digitized by SPU GIS Section staff, undergoes a rigid quality control review and is then uploaded to 
the master GIS directory for use by GIS users within the City. 

II.2.4  Current and Planned Mapping Activities  

 Mapping of known storm sewer outfalls  and discharge points , receiving 

waters and structural stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs.  

The City has a project in place to map all known municipal separate storm sewer outfalls, discharge points, 
and structural stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs owned, operated or maintained by the City.  This 
mapping continues as new outfalls and discharge points are found and new BMPs are constructed that fit this 
description.  As developed, these data are being incorporated into existing data sets and are being made 
available for use by GIS users within the City.  For example, the illicit discharge, detection and elimination 
(IDDE) program can utilize data when planning the screening program for compliance with the permit 
requirements in S5.C.8. 

 Develop a program to map connection s between the Cityõs MS4 and 

those owned and operated by other municipalities or other public 

entities  

The City has a project in place to map connections between the Cityõs MS4 and those owned and operated by 
other municipalities or other public entities.  Any new connections of this type must be permitted and will 
follow the methods outlined in III.2.4.3 below.  When the SPU GIS team discovers unknown connections 
between the Cityõs MS4 and others, the City works with the other municipalities or other public entities to 
share data and update the Cityõs GIS data set.  

 Map Attributes for all storm sewer outfalls  and discharge points  with a 

24 inch or larger diameter  

The permit requires the City to map attributes of the MS4 that have 24-inch or greater nominal diameter, or 
equivalent cross-sectional area for non-pipe systems.  The Cityõs GIS System contains data and attributes for 
the mapped MS4 on the conveyance type, pipe material and diameter of the pipe.  Most of the Cityõs MS4 
outfall and discharge point drainage basins have been delineated to identify which portions of the City are 
served by the system.   Information on the land use is mapped and contained in the land use data set (part of 
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the parcel data maintained by King County) and made available to City employees and the public in the Cityõs 
GIS data set.   

 Map all known connections greater than 8 inches to [storm sewer 

outfalls  or discharge points ]  greater th an 24 inches  and map 

connections after Permit effective date  

Existing, known connections greater than 8 inches to storm sewer outfalls or discharge points greater than 24 
inches are currently mapped in SPUõs GIS system.  The City also has a program to map all connections to the 
City MS4 authorized or allowed by the City after the effective date of the permit.  SCDI issues a side sewer 
permit for connections to the Cityõs MS4 before work begins on a side sewer, including new installations, 
alterations, repairs, capping, relocations, removals, and conditional and temporary dewatering work.  
Applicants are required to submit a site plan during the planning stage and, later, an as-built plan which is 
reviewed and approved by the site inspector.  A permit cannot be finalized without as-built approval.  
Approved as-built plans for side sewers are then circulated from SDCI staff to SPU GIS staff for processing 
into the Cityõs GIS system.  

Figure II.2-1 describes the progress made in implementation of permit requirements and the planned next 
steps for meeting permit requirements. 

Figure II.2-1  Timeline Showing Progress and Next Steps 

 
Legend: V Implementing Æ Planned 

 

2016 - 
2018 

V Map all known storm sewer outfalls, discharge points, receiving waters, and structural stormwater 
treatment and flow control BMPs. 

V Map existing, known connections over 8 inches to MS4s tributary to all storm sewer outfalls or 
discharge points with a 24-inch nominal diameter or larger, or an equivalent cross-sectional area 
for non-pipe systems. 

V Make maps available to Ecology, Indian Tribes, municipalities and other permittees upon request. 

V Implement a program to map connections between the Cityôs MS4s and MS4s of other 
municipalities or public entities. 

Æ By December 31, 2017, map existing, known connections equal to 8 inches in  
nominal diameter to tributary conveyances. 

Æ By December 31, 2017, map connections between stormwater treatment and flow control 

BMPs/facilities and the mapped tributary conveyances, and all associated emergency overflows. 

Current

Activities

Current

Activities
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For More Information  

× The Public may request map information in person at the Map Counter in the Public 

Resource Center, Seattle Municipal Tower 20 th  floor, or by phone at 206.684.0965 or 

via email at gismap@seattle.gov .   

× The public can view standard GIS maps and find out m ore information at the web site: 

http://web6.seattle.gov/mnm/ .  

× For general questions about this SWMP or more information about this section, email 

swmp@seattle.gov  or visi t 

http://www.seattle.gov/util/myservices/drainagesewer/aboutthedrainagesewersystem/

stormwatermanagementplan/ . 

.http://www.seattle.gov/util/about_spu/drainage_&_sewer_system/reports/stormwate

rmanagementplan/  

mailto:gismap@seattle.gov
http://web6.seattle.gov/mnm/
mailto:swmp@seattle.gov
http://www.seattle.gov/util/myservices/drainagesewer/aboutthedrainagesewersystem/stormwatermanagementplan/
http://www.seattle.gov/util/myservices/drainagesewer/aboutthedrainagesewersystem/stormwatermanagementplan/
http://www.seattle.gov/util/about_spu/drainage_&_sewer_system/reports/stormwatermanagementplan/
http://www.seattle.gov/util/about_spu/drainage_&_sewer_system/reports/stormwatermanagementplan/
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II.3 Coordination-S5.C.3 

 

II.3.1  Requirements  

The Permit (Section S5.C.3) requires internal coordination of municipal stormwater activities among City 
departments and external coordination between the City and outside agencies.  Minimum performance 
measures include: 

Á Implementing a written internal coordination agreement or Executive Directive to facilitate compliance 
with the terms of the Permit.   

Á Establishing and implementing coordination mechanisms between physically interconnected municipal 
separate storm sewers (MS4s) of the City and any other Permittee covered by a municipal stormwater 
permit.   

Á Coordinating stormwater management activities for shared water bodies among other MS4 Permittees and 
Secondary Permittees, as necessary to avoid conflicting plans, policies and regulations. 

Á Documenting the coordination efforts. 

II.3.2  Coordination Program  

SPU is the lead department for coordinating Permit and municipal stormwater related activities among City 
departments, as designated by a mayoral Executive Order dated January 29, 2008 (Appendix 1).  External 
coordination mechanisms and coordinating municipal stormwater activities are required.  SPU has established 
external coordination mechanisms with King County, Port of Seattle, University of Washington and Seattle 
Public Schools (see Section II.3.4.3) and is coordinating with other Permittees and Secondary Permittees for 
shared waterbodies.   

II.3.3  Responsible  City Depar t ments  

SPU is the lead City department for implementing Permit coordination requirements in the SWMP.  Among 
the many City departments serving the residents of Seattle, there are six departments (highlighted on Figure 
II.3-1) primarily responsible for implementation of programs and projects for stormwater management within 
the Cityõs MS4.  These are SPU, SDCI, Parks, FAS, SCL, and SDOT. 
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Figure II.3-1  City Organizational Chart 

 

 

 

 

 Seattle Public Utilities  

SPU is the City-designated lead department for managing municipal stormwater, including meeting Phase I 
Permit requirements, conducting water quality programs, and managing drainage-related capital projects.  
SPU conducts inspections, maintenance and repair of stormwater facilities in the right-of-way.   

 Seattle Department of Construction  and Inspections  

SDCI is the City department responsible for developing, administering, and enforcing development 
standards.  SDCI issues development permits as required under the Stormwater Code and other ordinances 
and inspects sites prior to and during construction.  SPU and SDCI share complaint response and 
enforcement (i.e., inspection and response) responsibilities.  Both SPU and SDCI have authority to issue 
notices of violation and initiate enforcement for drainage related issues.  SDIC manages customer complaints 
and inquiries related to current construction activities.  SPU manages customer complaints and inquiries 
unrelated to development permits.   
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 Seattle Parks and Recreation  

Parks is responsible for several hundred parks and park facilities and plays a key role in environmental 
stewardship.  Parks trains its staff in comprehensive BMPs for various maintenance activities, works in 
partnership with SPU on creek improvement projects, and is involved in programs designed to reduce 
pesticide use, remove invasive plants, and replant native species on property managed by Parks. 

 Seattle Department of F inance  and Administrative Services  (FAS)  

FAS manages most of the Cityõs non-utility real estate portfolio, oversees the design, construction and 
occupancy of City facilities, maintains City buildings, and purchases, maintains and repairs the Cityõs fleet of 
vehicles.  FAS trains its staff in BMPs related to its business activities and works to reduce impacts on 
stormwater.  FAS is responsible for implementation of the Stormwater Code at facilities under its 
management. 

 Seattle City Light  

Created by the citizens of Seattle in 1902, SCL provides customers with electricity and related services.  SCL 
is dedicated to managing all of its activities in an environmentally responsible manner.  SCL trains its staff in 
BMPs related to its business activities and works to reduce adverse impacts on stormwater.  SCL is 
responsible for implementation of the Stormwater Code at facilities under its management. 

 Seattle Department of Transportation  

SDOT is responsible for the Cityõs streets, bridges, sidewalks, bike paths, street trees, and traffic operations.  
SDOT performs such roadway maintenance activities as street sweeping and snow and ice control.  The 
Capital Projects Division of SDOT oversees all aspects of Transportation Capital Improvement Programs 
(CIPs) and coordinates development and implementation of large-scale City projects.  SPU works with 
SDOT during implementation of projects to design stormwater facilities in the right-of-way.  At project 
completion, SPU takes over operation and maintenance of all municipal stormwater facilities in the right-of-
way.   

II.3.4  Current and Planned Coordination Activities  

 Internal Coordination  

SPU leads inter-departmental meetings to coordinate the Cityõs stormwater management and Permit reporting 
efforts.  These meetings are typically held quarterly and have enabled the different departments to better 
coordinate stormwater-related policies, programs and projects.   

II.3.4.1.1 Executive Directive  

The Permit requires the City to òimplement intra-governmental (internal) coordination agreement(s) or 
Executive Directive(s) to facilitate compliance with the terms of this permit.ó  Executive Order # 01-08 
(Appendix 1) (City of Seattle, 2008) was issued on January 29, 2008, by the Mayor of Seattle to meet this 
Permit requirement.  The Executive Order prescribes the following responsibilities and orders all 
departments to coordinate all stormwater-related policies, programs, and projects: 

Á Each department director will be responsible for meeting the Permit requirements that apply to his or her 
respective department. 

Á SPU will serve as the lead department for overseeing City compliance with the Permit. 














































































































































